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In t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f C o n s u m er  S t u d i e s , 3 3 (4 ), 5 1 5 -5 2 0 . 

I  beca m e B ook  R eview  E d it or  for  I J C S  in  2000 . S in ce t h en , I  h a ve r eview ed  13  h om e

econ om ics -r e la t ed  book s  for  t h e  J ou r n a l (see  Ta ble  1 ). E m m a  C ollin s  (t h e  E d it or  of t h is  S p ecia l I s su e)

a n d  I  a gr eed  t h a t  it  w ou ld  be  a p p r op r ia t e  for  m e t o u n d er t a k e a  m et a -r eview  of t h e  book  r eview s  t o

d a t e . Th e in t en t  is  t o p r ofile  t h e  id ea s  con t a in ed  in  t h is  collect ion  of book s  so w e ca n  sp ecu la t e  a bou t

w h a t  n ew  id ea s  a r e  n eed ed  for  t h e fu t u r e . A m et a -r eview  is  a  p r ocess  or  t ech n iqu e of syn t h es izin g

r esea r ch  r esu lt s  t o r e t r ieve, se lect , a n d  com bin e r esu lt s  fr om  p r eviou s  sep a r a t e  bu t  r ela t ed  s t u d ies ,

lea d in g t o a  su m m a r y of t h e p ooled  r esu lt s . A va r ia t ion  of t h is  con cep t  is  a  sys t em a t ic r eview , d efin ed

a s  t h e  a p p lica t ion  of s t r a t egies  t h a t  lim it  b ia s  in  t h e  a s sem bly, cr it ica l a p p r a isa l, a n d  syn t h es is  of a ll

r e leva n t  s t u d ies  of a  sp ecific t op ic (C h a lm er s , H ed ges  &  C oop er , 2002). In  t h is  ca se , I  s e lect ed  a ll

book s  t h a t  d ea lt  d ir ect ly  w it h  h om e econ om ics  p h ilosop h y a n d  lea d er sh ip , exclu d in g con su m er -

focu sed  book s , or  t h ose  d ea lin g w it h  r esea r ch  m et h od s  a n d  m et h od ologies . As  exp la in ed  in  t h e  d eca d e

r eview  of t h e  J ou r n a l, in t en t ion a lly  r eview in g book s  w it h  a  focu s  on  lea d er sh ip  a n d  p h ilosop h y

r esp ect ed  t h e  J ou r n a l’s  or igin a l r oot s  in  h om e econ om ics  (M cG r egor  2007 , see  a lso M cG r egor , 2009a ). 

Ta ble  1   13  h om e econ om ics -r e la t ed  book s  a bou t  lea d er sh ip  a n d  p h ilosop h y t h a t  w er e  r eview ed

in  I J C S  (see  Ap p en d ix O n e for  m or e in for m a t ion )

D a t e

r e v i e w e d

i n  IJ C S

T i t le  o f b o o k  a n d  y e a r  o f p u b l i c a t i o n C o u n t r y  o f

O r i g i n

2008 • H u m a n  p er sp ect ives  on  su s t a in a b le  fu t u r e  (2006) F in la n d  (w it h

in t er n a t ion a l

con t r ibu t ion s )

2007 • In t er n a t ion a l fa m ily s t u d ies : D evelop in g cu r r icu la  a n d

t ea ch in g t ools  (2006)

• H om e econ om ics  scien ce a n d  a r t s  (2006)

U n it ed  S t a t es

G er m a n y

2006 • H om e econ om ics  n ow  (A t r ibu t e  t o sch ola r sh ip  of

E lea n or  Va in es ) (2004)

C a n a d a  (w it h

in t er n a t ion a l

con t r ibu t ion s )

2005 • A p h ilosop h y of h om e econ om ics  (1977, 2004

Tr a n s la t ion )

J a p a n

2004 • S t r a t egic lea d er sh ip  of t h e  p r ofess ion : Agen d a  for  ch a n ge

(1998)

• Tow a r d  a  t h eor y of fa m ily w ell-bein g I I  (1998)

U n it ed  S t a t es

U n it ed  S t a t es

(w it h

con t r ibu t ion s

fr om  Au s t r a lia )
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2003 • R eflect ive  H u m a n  Act ion : In t r od u ct ion  a n d  cou r se

sylla bu s  (2001)

• Lea d er sh ip : R eflect ive  H u m a n  Act ion  on lin e

su p p lem en t a l t ext  (2001)

• B ea t r ice  P a olu cci: S h a p in g d es t in y t h r ou gh  ever yd a y life

(2002)

• Vir gin a l m ot h er s , gr oovy ch ick s  &  b lok ey b lok es : R e-

t h in k in g h om e econ om ics  (a n d ) t ea ch in g bod ies  (2001)

• R et h in k in g h om e econ om ics : W om en  a n d  t h e  h is t or y of a

p r ofess ion  (1997)

U n it ed  S t a t es

U n it ed  S t a t es

U n it ed  S t a t es

Au s t r a lia

U n it ed  S t a t es  

2001 • F a m ily a n d  con su m er  scien ces  cu r r icu lu m : Tow a r d  a

cr it ica l scien ce a p p r oa ch  [Yea r book  19] (1999)

U n it ed  S t a t es

Th is  collect ion  of 13  book s  w a s  w r it t en  bet w een  1997  a n d  2006  (sp a n n in g a  d eca d e).

Au t h or s /ed it or s  a r e  fr om  U n it ed  S t a t es  (62%), C a n a d a , Au s t r a lia , J a p a n  a n d  F in la n d . M os t  book s

w er e  s t a n d -a lon e, on e- or -t w o a u t h or  con t r ibu t ion s  bu t  five  w er e  ed it ed  collect ion s  (fou r  con fer en ce

p r oceed in gs  a n d  on e yea r book ). A ca r efu l sca n  of t h e  t it les  r evea ls  a  con cer n  for : lea d er sh ip ,

r e t h in k in g h om e econ om ics , t h eor y, p h ilosop h y, a n d  cu r r icu lu m /p ed a gogy. Th ese foci a r e  t o be

exp ect ed  for  h om e econ om ics , w h ich  is  bot h  a  p r a ct icin g p r ofess ion  a n d  a n  a ca d em ic d iscip lin e .  

F a m ilia r  t h em es  w er e fou n d  w it h in  t h is  collect ion  in clu d in g t h e  n eed  t o con t in u a lly: s t r ive  for

p er son a l t r a n s for m a t ion  a n d  gr ow t h , en d ea vor  t o fos t er  lea d er sh ip  w it h in  h om e econ om ics , focu s  on

fa m ily w ell-bein g a n d  qu a lit y  of life , en ga ge in  cu r r icu lu m  a n d  p ed a gogica l in n ova t ion , d evelop  n ew

t h eor ies  for  t h e  p r ofess ion , a n d  com m it  t o p h ilosop h ica l gr ow t h  a n d  en r ich m en t . O ft en , sever a l of

t h ese  t h em es  a p p ea r ed  t oget h er , r eflect in g t h e  n ecessa r y in t egr a t ion  of com p et en cies  a n d  sk ill s e t s

(see M cG r egor  &  M a cC lea ve, 2007). Th er e  w er e  a lso id ea s  t h a t  ca n  ser ve a s  s t ep p in g s t on es  for  n ew

d ir ect ion s  (p r esen t ed  below  in  n o p a r t icu la r  or d er ). As  a  ca vea t , I  a m  n ot  goin g t o r efer en ce t h ese

book s , focu s in g in s t ea d  on  clea n  lin es  of t h in k in g for  n ew  syn er gy a n d  in t e llect u a l fr esh  a ir . 

R e -e n v i s i o n i n g  a t  a  C o n v e r g e n t  M o m e n t

F or em os t  is  D on n a  P en d er ga s t ’s  a sser t ion  t h a t  t h e  p r ofess ion  is  a t  a  con ver gen t  m om en t  a n d

t h a t  w h a t  w e d o r igh t  n ow  w ill d et er m in e t h e  fu t u r e  p os it ion in g of t h e  en t ir e  p r ofess ion . W h ile  w e

u su a lly  ca ll for  a  r e-t h in k in g of h om e econ om ics  (in clu d in g D on n a ), I  a gr ee  w it h  h er  t h a t  a  m or e

cr ea t ive a p p r oa ch  is  t o r e-en vis ion  h om e econ om ics . R e-en v is ion in g  en t a ils  im a gin in g a  d iffer en t

fu t u r e  for  t h e  p r ofess ion , a  p referred  fu t u r e  r a t h er  t h a n  on e t h a t  is  h a p p en s t a n ce a n d  r ea ct ion a r y.

Th e la t t er  h a p p en s  w h en  w e s t a n d  w it h in  ou r  la m en t  t h a t  w e a r e  m a r gin a lized , ign or ed  a n d

d ism issed . I  love R osem a r ie  von  S ch w eit zer ’s  id ea  t h a t  ou r  m iss ion  is  t o m a k e t h e  ca se for  a n

ever yd a y cu lt u r e  of solid a r it y!  F u t u r e  vis ion a r ies  con cer n ed  w it h  t h e  fa llou t  of ou r  on goin g

p er s is t en ce t o p er ceive ou r selves  a s  m a r gin a lized  ca n  t u r n  t o t h e  r ecen t  m on ogr a p h  on  p os it ion in g

t h e p r ofess ion  beyon d  p a t r ia r ch y (P en d er ga s t  &  M cG r egor , 2007). 

P h i lo s o p h i c a l  D i v e r s i t y  a n d  In t e g r a t i o n

W h en  r efer en cin g h om e econ om ics  p h ilosop h y, m os t  of t h e  sch ola r s  in  t h is  collect ion

m en t ion ed  on e p h ilosop h er , J ü r gen  H a ber m a s . In t e llect u a l con t r ibu t ion s  a r ou n d  cr it ica l t h eor y a n d

sys t em s  of a ct ion  w er e  p r ed ica t ed  on  t h is  G er m a n  p h ilosop h er , m os t ly  by Am er ica n  sch ola r s . B u t ,

t h er e  w er e  r efr esh in g n ew  p h ilosop h ica l d ir ect ion s  t o w h ich  w e n eed  t o r ea lly  s t op  a n d  p a y a t t en t ion .

Th e m os t  obviou s  is  t h e  book  p r ep a r ed  in  J a p a n  d r a w in g on  a n ot h er  G er m a n  p h ilosop h er , O t t o

B olln ow . W h ile  H a ber m a s  w a s  con cer n ed  w it h  p ow er  a n d  com m u n ica t ion  (a n  u n d er s t a t em en t , I

k n ow ), B olln ow  t en d er ed  t h e con cep t  of p r ot ect ed n ess , t h e  h om e a s  a  p la ce of secu r it y  t o en su r e  t h e

d evelop m en t  of h u m a n n ess . H om e econ om ics  sch ola r s  in  F in la n d  u se  yet  a n ot h er  collect ion  of

p h ilosop h er s  t o in for m  t h eir  w or k , a  F r en ch  sch ola r , M a u r ice  M er lea u -P on t y a n d  t w o ot h er

G er m a n /Au s t r ia n  p h ilosop h er s , E d m u n d  H u sser l a n d  M a r t in  H eid egger  (see  esp ecia lly Tu om i-G r öh n ,

2008 , a  book  I  in t en d  t o r eview  for  t h e J ou r n a l). M er lea u -P on t y gives  u s  t h e  n ot ion  of con sciou sn ess ,

H u sser l, t h e  id ea  of life-w or ld  (t h e t a k en -for -gr a n t ed  w or ld  of ever yd a y lives ), a n d  H eid egger , t h e



n ot ion  of bein g -in -t h e-w or ld  (h u m a n  n a t u r e’s  con n ect ion  t o t im e). H om e econ om ics  cou ld  ben efit

p r ofou n d ly fr om  m or e p h ilosop h ica l d iver s it y a n d  in t egr a t ion . Th er e  is  a  con t in u ed  n eed  for  d eep

p h ilosop h ica l r oot s  t o en su r e  r igou r  a n d  t im elessn ess  of ou r  m essa ges . 

C r o s s -c u lt u r a l /n a t i o n a l  P h i lo s o p h i c a l  a n d  T h e o r e t i c a l  C o l la b o r a t i o n s

H a n d -in -h a n d  w it h  t h is  r ecom m en d a t ion  is  t h e  cor olla r y t h a t  w e becom e m or e a w a r e  of w h a t

ot h er  sch ola r s  in  t h e  fie ld  a r e  d oin g r ega r d in g t h eor et ica l, in t e llect u a l a n d  p h ilosop h ica l in n ova t ion s .

A d eep ly com p ellin g exa m p le  is  n ow  sh a r ed . In  t h e  seven t ies , B r ow n  a n d  P a olu cci (1978) con ceived

t h e sys tem s of a ct ion  a p p r oa ch , t h e  J a p a n ese  sch ola r s  ca m e u p  w it h  t h e  p r in cip les  of h u m a n

p rotect ion  a n d  t h e h ou se a s  a  p la ce  for  h u m a n it y, a n d  sch ola r s  in  E n gla n d  d evelop ed  t h e  id ea  of h om e

econ om ics  a s  a  socia l-p ra ct ica l  f ield  (n ea r ly  a  m ir r or  im a ge of sys t em s  of a ct ion ). All t h r ee  in it ia t ives

w er e  p r ed ica t ed  on  t h e  belief t h a t  h om e econ om ics  sh ou ld  en ga ge in  p r a ct ica l a ct ion  t h a t  d eliber a t ely

d ea ls  w it h  va lu e is su es , beliefs , a n d  t h e  ‘ou gh t s  a n d  sh ou ld s ’ of m or a ls  a n d  et h ics  (see  M cG r egor

2009a  for  m or e d et a ils ). N on e of t h em  ga ve a n y in d ica t ion  t h ey w er e  a w a r e  of t h e  ot h er s ’ in it ia t ives .

Look  a t  t h e  syn er gy t h a t  w a s  los t . 

In  a  r ecen t  a t t em p t  t o ga u ge globa l in it ia t ives  t o r e t h in k  h om e econ om ics , I  w a s  a b le  t o cr ea t e

five  ver y d iffer en t  vign et t es  p r ofilin g ou r  t h in k er s  in  E u r op e, As ia , U n it ed  S t a t es , C a n a d a  a n d

Au s t r a lia  (M cG r egor , 2009b). Aga in , w h ile  m or e a w a r e  of ea ch  ot h er ’s  w or k  t h a n  in  t h e  p a s t  (in  p a r t

d u e t o bet t er  com m u n ica t ion  t ech n ologies ), t h er e  is  n o coor d in a t ed  effor t  t o br in g t h ese  in t ellect u a l

con t r ibu t ion s  t oget h er . Th e n eed  r em a in s  for  cr oss -n a t ion a l/cu lt u r a l colla bor a t ion  so ou r  in s igh t s  ga in

syn er gy a n d  s t r en gt h  - n o m or e w r it in g a n d  t h in k in g in  isola t ion .

T r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  In q u i r y

Th r ou gh ou t  t h e  book s , t h er e  is  r ep ea t ed  r efer en ce t o ou r  in t er d iscip lin a r y or ien t a t ion , w h ich

h a s  ser ved  u s  so w ell for  t h e  p a s t  cen t u r y. O n  t w o occa s ion s , I  fou n d  r efer en ce t o t r a n sd iscip lin a r it y ,

a n  excit in g n ew  d ir ect ion  for  t h e  fie ld . B ot h  of t h ose  w er e  in  2006 , on e by von  S ch w eit zer  (G er m a n y)

a n d  t h e ot h er  in  a  p a p er  in  t h e  p r oceed in gs  fr om  t h e F in n ish  con fer en ce (P a t r ick  D illon  fr om  t h e

U n iver s it y  of E xet er , U K ). W h ile  in t er d iscip lin a r it y  r em oves  t h e  bou n d a r ies  a m on g d iscip lin es  w it h in

t h e a ca d em y (cr ea t in g a  d iscip l in a ry  in ter fa ce), t r a n sd iscip lin a r it y r em oves  t h e  bou n d a r ies  bet w een

t h e a ca d em y a n d  civil socie t y (a ca d em y-society in ter fa ce). W h ile  in t er d iscip lin a r it y solves  com p lica t ed

p r ob lem s  u s in g syn er gy cr ea t ed  by w ea vin g t oget h er  va r iou s  d iscip lin a r y in s igh t s , t r a n sd iscip lin a r it y

a d d r esses  t h e  com p lex, em er gen t  p r oblem s  of h u m a n it y by cr ea t in g n ew  k n ow led ge w it h in  a n

evolvin g, ch a ot ic (in  a  good  w a y) n et w or k  of r e la t ion sh ip s , in -for m a t ion  cr ea t ion  a n d  p r ob lem  solvin g.

I t  is  con s id er ed  t o be  a  n ew  m et h od ology in  it s  ow n  r igh t  (su p p la n t in g ou r  fa m ilia r  N ew t on ia n

(scien t ific), in t er p r et ive  a n d  cr it ica l m et h od ologies ). O r igin a lly  p r esen t ed  a s  a  n ew  d ir ect ion  for  t h e

fie ld  by M a r jor ie  B r ow n  (1993), a n  Am er ica n  h om e econ om ics  p h ilosop h er , a n d  even  ea r lier  by a

B r it ish  sch ola r  (D a n iels , 1980), t r a n sd iscip lin a r it y  h a s  n ot  been  a d op t ed . W e h a ve s t u bbor n ly clu n g

t o bein g in t er d iscip lin a r y. O r , w e h yp h en a t e  in ter-t ra n s  a s  if t h ey w er e  t h e  sa m e t h in g. S in ce 2004 , I

h a ve been  a ct ively p r om ot in g t h e  va lid it y of em br a cin g t r a n sd iscip lin a r it y , a n d  I  con t in u e t o d o so

(e .g ., s ee  M cG r egor , 2009c).  

In t e g r a l  L e a d e r s h i p

P a r t -a n d -p a r cel of t h e  t r a n sd iscip lin a r y a p p r oa ch  is  in t egr a l lea d er sh ip . M a n y of t h e  book s

d ea lt  w it h  lea d er sh ip  w it h in  h om e econ om ics , t h e  m os t  n ot a b le  bein g t h e  R eflect ive  H u m a n  Act ion

(R H A) t h eor y lea d er sh ip  m od el, a n d  t h e  m on ogr a p h  on  s t r a t egic lea d er sh ip  for  ch a n ge (bot h  fr om

K a p p a  O m icr on  N u ). Th e R H A t h eor y is  a  m a r r ia ge of a u t h en t ic lea d er sh ip  a n d  lea d er sh ip  w it h in

t h e n ew  scien ces  of ch a os  t h eor y, qu a n t u m  p h ys ics  a n d  livin g sys t em s  t h eor y. A n a t u r a l p r ogr ess ion

for  t h e  p r ofess ion  is  t o con s id er  in t egr a l lea d er sh ip , a lso s t em m in g fr om  t h e n ew  scien ces . In t egr a l

lea d er s  focu s  on  com p lex, em er gen t  w or ld  p r oblem s , a n d  d o so by va lu in g bot h  ext er n a l, m a t er ia l

fa ct or s  sh a p in g t h e  lea d er sh ip  p r ocess  (beh a vior s , sk ills , s t r a t egies , s t r u ct u r es , a n d  p r ocesses ) a n d

in t er n a l con sciou sn ess  fa ct or s  (t h in k in g, feelin g a n d  va lu es ). Th eir  in tegra l  v is ion  in clu d es  t h e

in t egr a t ion  of scien ce, a r t , m or a ls , a n d  r e ligion , a n d  it  w ea ves  m a t t er , bod y, m in d , sou l a n d  sp ir it  a ll

t oget h er , a  L ivin g Tot a lit y (W ilber , 2000).  

P eop le  w h o lea d  fr om  t h is  p er sp ect ive  a p p r ecia t e t h a t  t h e  h or izon  con s t a n t ly r e t r ea t s  a s  t h ey

a p p r oa ch  it , a  d iscon cer t in g fa ct  of in t egr a l life . B et t er  yet , p eop le  a p p r oa ch  t h e  h or izon  jou r n eyin g

a lon g a  sp ir a l p a t h  r a t h er  t h a n  a  s t r a igh t  p a t h . P r ogr ess  u n fold s  a s  a  ser ies  of u n fold in g,



in t er con n ect ed , over la p p in g even t s  (w a ves ) r a t h er  t h a n  d is t in ct  s t ep s . An d  in t egr a l lea d er s  a r e  les s

con cer n ed  w it h  h a vin g follow er s  beh in d  t h em  on  t h is  p a t h  a s  t h ey a r e w it h  follow in g t h eir  ow n

h igh er  se lves  (k n ow n  a s  m or a l cou r a ge). Th ey br ea k  d ow n  t h e  w a lls  bet w een  lea d er s  a n d  follow er s  by

bein g in  syn c w it h  ot h er s . In t egr a l lea d er s  r esp on d  t o im m ed ia t e  n eed s , w or k in g w it h  on e p er son  a t  a

t im e, r a t h er  t h a n  s t r ivin g for  efficien cies  or  t h e e t h ics  of u t ilit a r ia n ism  (t h e  gr ea t es t  h a p p in ess  for

t h e  gr ea t es t  n u m ber ). Th ey a r e  m or e con cer n ed  w it h  d ign it y t h a n  gr ea t  vis ion s  of su ccess . Th ey a r e

on  a  jou r n ey, n ot  a im in g for  a  d es t in a t ion . Th ey believe t h a t  ever yt h in g h a p p en s  in  r e la t ion sh ip  t o

ever yt h in g e lse . As  w ell, in t egr a l lea d er s  a r e  op en  a n d  a b le t o m od ify t h eir  va lu e  con s t e lla t ion s , oft en

r esu lt in g in  ch a n gin g t h eir  en t ir e  life  p u r p ose. Th eir  life  is  t h eir  m essa ge. Th ey a r e  en ga ged  in  a n

on goin g H u m a n  C on sciou sn ess  P r oject , a  cr oss -cu lt u r a l m a p p in g of h u m a n  d evelop m en t  (r ea d  t h e

T h eory of  E v eryth in g by K en  W ilber , 2000). 

N o on e h a s  br ou gh t  t h is  lin e  of t h in k in g t o h om e econ om ics  yet . I  a m  w or k in g on  it . M it s t ifer

a n d  h er  collea gu es  in t r od u ced  u s  t o a  m od e of lea d er sh ip  t h a t  cou ld  r ea d ily  evolve in t o in t egr a l

lea d er sh ip  beca u se t h eir  R H A m od el is  a lso p r ed ica t ed  on  t h e  n ew  scien ces , a s  is  W ilber ’s  w or k . M y

book  on  T ra n sform a t iv e Pra ct ice is  a lso a  begin n in g (M cG r egor , 2006), beca u se it  con t a in s  ch a p t er s

on  t r a n sd iscip lin a r it y , a n d  t h e h olom ovem en t  p r in cip le  a p p lied  t o h om e econ om ics  p r a ct ice . 

T h e  H u m a n  F a m i ly  a n d  H u m a n  C o n d i t i o n

F a m ily w ell-bein g, w elln ess , qu a lit y  of life  –  fa m ilia r  lin go t h a t  r in gs  in  ou r  ea r s . I t  is  ou r

m a n t r a , r in gin g so lou d  t h a t  w e seem  u n a ble  t o h ea r  a n yt h in g else . I  a m  a lso gu ilt y  of r e in for cin g

t h is  100-yea r  old  m essa ge. H a r k en  ba ck  t o D on n a  - w e a r e  a t  a  con ver gen t  m om en t . M a n y t h in gs  a r e

com in g t oget h er  in t o t h e cen t er , r ea d y t o bu r s t  ou t  in  n ew  d ir ect ion s . I f w e ca n  em br a ce

t r a n sd iscip lin a r it y a n d  in t egr a l lea d er sh ip , t h en  I  su gges t  w e ca n  em br a ce sh ift in g fr om  fa m ily w ell-

bein g a n d  qu a lit y  of life  t o a  focu s  on  t h e  h u m a n  fa m ily a n d  t h e  h u m a n  con d it ion . von  S ch w eit zer

u r ged  u s  t o d ea l w it h  th e h u m a n  p oten t ia l  p rob lem . Alt h ou gh  w elln ess  a n d  w ell-bein g a r e  u su a lly

u sed  in  con ju n ct ion  w it h  in d ivid u a ls  a n d  fa m ilies  (a n d  com m u n it ies ), t h e  n ot ion  of con d it ion  is

u su a lly  a s socia t ed  w it h  a ll of h u m a n it y. Th e h u m a n  con d it ion  r efer s  t o t h e  cu r r en t  s t a t e  of a ffa ir s  of

a  collect ive  p eop le  - t h e  h u m a n  fa m ily. I t  is  t h e r esu lt  of cu m u la t ive  ever yd a y (a s  w ell a s  p olit ica l)

even t s  t h a t  cr ea t ed  cu r r en t  r ea lit ies  a n d  is  a p p r oa ch ed  fr om  a  n or m a t ive  p er sp ect ive . In s t ea d  of

d escr ib in g  t h e econ om ic, socia l, p h ys ica l a n d  em ot ion a l s t a t es  or  con d it ion s  of fa m ilies  a n d

in d ivid u a ls  (d im en s ion s  of w ell-bein g), w e w ou ld  go fu r t h er  a n d  in terp ret  t h ose con d it ion s  u s in g

con cep t s  su ch  a s : ju s t ice , equ it y , fa ir n ess , fr eed om , h u m a n  r igh t s , h u m a n  secu r it y , r es ilien cy,

p a r t icip a t ion , p ow er , r esp on s ib ilit y , a n d  in t er es t s  (B r ow n , 1993). 

E llie  Va in es  a n d  h om e econ om is t s  fr om  E u r op e h a ve em br a ced  t h e  id ea  of th e sa cred n ess  of

ev eryd a y l i fe. W h a t  a  p ow er fu l m a n t r a . I t  is  n ot  ea sy t o m a n a ge ever yd a y life , t h e  r ou t in es  a n d

p r a ct ices  fou n d  in  t h e or d in a r y cou r se  of even t s . Th is  m a n a gem en t  p r esu p p oses  cogn it ive , socia l,

em ot ion a l a n d  p r a ct ice  sk ills  t h a t  a r e  lock ed  a w a y in  p eop le’s  con sciou sn ess  a n d  n eed  t o be  r evea led ,

a r t icu la t ed , r esp ect ed , a n d  s t u d ied  by h om e econ om is t s . E ver yd a y life , t h e  cu lt u r e  a n d  qu a lit y  of d a y-

t o-d a y a ct ivit ies , is  p a r a m ou n t  t o h u m a n it y (Tu om i-G r öh n , 2008). Th ir t y  yea r s  a go, M a r jor ie  E a s t

p r ofou n d ly s t a t ed  t h a t  h om e econ om ics  sh ou ld  be  “focu ssed  on  t h e  h om e in  or d er  t o im p r ove

h u m a n it y. H u m a n it y? Yes ... t h e  u lt im a t e  goa l is  t o m a k e life  su ccess ively bet t er  for  ea ch  follow in g

gen er a t ion ” (1979 , p .141). T im e t o le t  go of w ell-bein g a n d  em br a ce a  b igger  vis ion  of t h e  w or ld  a n d

ou r  r esp on s ib ilit ies  in  it  a s  a  p r ofess ion  - t h e  h u m a n  con d it ion .    

E m e r g e n c e  (R a t h e r  t h a n  C o n c lu s i o n s )

Th e in t en t  of t h is  m et a -r eview  w a s  t o p r ofile  t h e  id ea s  con t a in ed  in  t h is  collect ion  of 13  book s

so w e ca n  sp ecu la t e  a bou t  w h a t  n ew  id ea s  a r e  n eed ed  for  ou r  fu t u r e . Th e w or ld  is  so com p lex n ow ,

a n d  ch a n gin g so fa s t . H om e econ om is t s  m u s t  fin d  a  w a y t o t h in k  t h a t  d ea ls  w it h  u n cer t a in t y a n d

u n k n ow n s . W e n eed  on goin g in n ova t ion s  t o ou r  bod y of k n ow led ge a n d  p h ilosop h ica l gr ou n d in g t h a t

r esp ect  t h e  em er gen t  a n d  h ea lt h y t en s ion  t h a t  h old s  t h in gs  t oget h er  a s  t h ey con t in u a lly  evolve -

or d er  in  ch a os . N o m or e ba la n ce, h a r m on y a n d  equ ilib r iu m . To t h a t  en d , t h is  m et a -r eview  h a s

p r om p t ed  m e t o offer  sever a l la r ge  id ea s . W e n eed  t o r e-en vis ion  t h e  p r ofess ion  (r e-im a gin e

ou r selves), p r a ct ice  beyon d  p a t r ia r ch y (on  a n d  beyon d  t h e  m a r gin s), a ch ieve p h ilosop h ica l d iver s it y

a n d  in t egr a t ion , com m it  t o r ich er  cr oss -cu lt u r a l/n a t ion a l p h ilosop h ica l a n d  t h eor et ica l colla bor a t ion s ,

d iscover  t r a n sd iscip lin a r y in qu ir y, em br a ce in t egr a l lea d er sh ip  a n d  p r a ct ice , a n d  a ccep t  t h e



r e leva n ce of sh a p in g t h e  h u m a n  con d it ion , r esp ect in g t h e  sa cr ed n ess  of ever yd a y life . 

In  sh or t  - t h er e  a r e  m a n y w a ys  of k n ow in g h om e econ om ics , a n d  t h ey sh ou ld  n o lon ger  s t a n d

in  isola t ion . W e a r e  a t  a  con ver gen t  m om en t  in  ou r  collect ive  h is t or y. W e h a ve t o fin d  t h e  m or a l

cou r a ge t o lea ve ou r  com for t  zon e. O n ly t h r ou gh  t h e  p r a ct ice  of in t e llect u a l a n d  p h ilosop h ica l r isk

t a k in g, a n d  exp er ien cin g t h e in com p let en ess  of ou r  p r a ct ice  a s  it  em er ges , w ill w e be a b le  t o m ove

for w a r d  a n d  u p w a r d  a s  a  p r ofess ion  (fr om  t h e w isd om  of D on n a  P en d er ga s t ). 
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